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The Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) Trail was officially 

completed in 2013.  Today The GAP Trail hosts 800,000 

visitors from around the world.  This 150-mile length trail 

that through connections, creates a 334-mile route between 

Pittsburgh, PA and Washington, D.C.  Direct spending 

attributed to the trail was $40.8 million in 2008 and business 

owners along the trail attribute 25% of their revenue to their 

proximity with the trail corridor. 

Many people and organizations are responsible for the 

development of the GAP Trail.  However, what has been lost 

in the blur of history is that the Somerset Conservation 

District played the initial and key role in the creation and 

development of the trail originally known as the Allegheny 

Highlands Trail.  The District’s role began in 1987 and much 

of its work was finally turned over to other organizations in 

1995. 

During those 8 years, the District was  “THE” driving force 

for the concept of turning an abandoned railroad into a 

destination hiking and biking trail.  The factual account of 

that foresighted endeavor is documented on the District web 

site (www.somersetcd.com), click on History of the Allegheny 

Highlands Trail Project 1987-1995 by David Steele.    

Top:  The Trail in Rockwood. 

 

Left:  Brynn Pugh enjoys a bike ride on the GAP Trail in Ohiopyle 

State Park. 

 

Photo’s by Roz Pugh  
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Penn State Extension provides education for things that matter.  Finding solutions in agriculture, nutrition and health, and 

youth development, Extension sustains success by continuing to adapt and change.  We celebrated many accomplishments 

in 2013 and look forward to 2014 with determination, growth and progress to deliver education to the consumers in the 

communities we serve.  Penn State Extension is committed to improving the lives of those around us. 

4-H 

4-H is one of only a few organizations that provides youth opportunities to “learn by doing” not only 

with animals, but with robotics, foods and fiber, and leadership, to just name a few projects. In 

2013, 512 members participated in 19 Somerset County 4-H Clubs.  Somerset County members are 

active at the regional, state, and national levels.  The 4-H youth development program enriches the 

lives of Pennsylvania youth ages five to nineteen.  Members can learn responsibility by caring for 

an animal, develop leadership skills by working on a community project, or increase their math and 

science knowledge by taking various 4-H projects. 

Nutrition and Health 

Food Safety Certification 

Penn State Extension offers the ServSafe food safety certification training to retail food service operations to meet food 

safety licensure requirements. By meeting the PA Department of Agriculture requirement for food safety certification, these 

operations are able to offer employment and contribute to the economy of the area. 

Nutrition Links 

Limited-income households often find it challenging to stretch food resources to cover the entire month.  Karen Serball, 

Nutrition Education Adviser with Nutrition Links Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) help low-

income families acquire the knowledge, skills, attitudes and behaviors that lead to nutritionally sound diets. 

Agriculture and Farm Management 

Extension aims to sustain agriculture as a profitable industry in the three-county district by educating producers on best-

management practices based on the College of Agricultural Sciences Research. 

Farm Management 

Extension’s farm financial management program helps producers determine profitability, assess expansion project analysis 

to present to financial institutions, and determine options that generate the best financial returns.  Programs include:  

Using QuickBooks to Manage your Farm Business; Farm Financial Analysis (Farm$en$e); and FINPACK, a computer 

software tool for financial analysis. 

Production Agriculture 

Livestock home study courses provide information on basic production, nutrition, reproduction, health, marketing and 

financial issues related to beef, meat goat or sheep production. Meetings and farm visits were also held for livestock 

producers to learn more about production techniques to improve animal welfare, improve animals and/or animal products, 

and improve profitability. 

Penn State provides assistance to dairy producers who have Hispanic labor statewide. 

Commercial Horticulture 

The commercial horticulture program in District 11 is a multi-faceted program targeting commercial pesticide applicators, 

property managers, farmers, growers, and landscape/turf professionals with non-formal educational programs that improve 

their capacity to compete in the marketplace, maintain licensure requirements, retain employees, and protect the 

environment. 

Master Gardeners 

Master Gardeners provide valuable residential horticulture expertise answering hotline calls at the extension office.  These 

services are provided from May through November on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  In addition, Master Gardeners present 

educational programs and events to adults and elementary students in the district. 



Farm Service Agency 

The primary responsibility of the Somerset Farm Service Agency is to administer locally the farm programs enacted by 

Congress.  This is accomplished under the auspices of the Farmer Elected County FSA Committee.  USDA created the Farm 

Service Agency by merging the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service and the Farmers Home Administration 

(Farm Division).  The Committee’s responsibility was expanded by the merge.  The programs administered by the FSA were 

created to help build and maintain family farms by stabilizing production, supporting commodity prices, and encouraging 

conservation and timber production. 

FARM LOANS—loans are the USDA’s chief credit source for the farm community.  Special emphasis is placed on 

guaranteed loans in cooperation with area lenders.  Local lenders make these loans and FSA guarantees to limit potential loss 

incurred by the lender.  This allows a farm family to receive credit that would not otherwise be available from private lenders.  

These funds can be used to purchase feed, livestock, and equipment, spring planting needs, either directly or by refinancing 

debts.  Farm ownership loans may be used to buy farmland and to construct or repair buildings. 

THE DIRECT AND COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM—This program benefits the farming community by 

providing conservation benefits through compliance with a conservation plan that helps retain soil in place, maintain water 

quality, and prevent floods. 

 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Staff—Service to the Conservation District, county landowners and residents was provided by full-time staff consisting of 

Joel Elder – District Conservationist, Dale Kriner—Soil Conservationist and Jesse Voigt—Farm Bill Biologist.  The staff 

provides information on such things as soils, agronomy, engineering, wildlife, land use, soil and water conservation practices as 

well as general information regarding agriculture and specific USDA programs. 

Conservation Technical Assistance—Assistance, regardless of program participation, is offered to landowners for 

such things as conservation planning, inventory and evaluation of resource problems and layout of conservation best 

management practices for pasture, cropland, barnyard, woodland and wildlife land uses.  Advice on the best use for these land 

uses and their soil resources as well as alternatives is offered. 

USDA programs—from application to contracting, administered by the NRCS office included EQIP (Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program), WHIP (Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program), AMA (Agricultural Management Assistance),  

WRP (Wetland Reserve Program), and CSP (Conservation Stewardship Program). 

Other programs NRCS had a technical role in are CRP (Conservation Reserve Program), CREP (Conservation Reserve 

Enhancement Program), GRP (Grassland Reserve Program) and Project Grass. 

Our Agency Partners 

Jesse Voigt is a Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist working in Somerset, Cambria, Blair, and Bedford 

Counties.  His position was established through a cooperative agreement between the Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), the Pennsylvania Game Commission, and Pheasants Forever Inc.  The primary duties of this position are to assist local 

NRCS staff with their duties related to the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 

Program (CREP).  Both programs are used to take sensitive farm ground and put it into a conservation cover to protect and/or 

enhance our soil, water, air, plant ,and animal resources all while benefiting the participating landowner and his/her property.  

Jesse’s position was also established so that he could provide technical assistance and guidance for individuals already enrolled 

in the CRP/CREP programs.  This technical assistance allows CRP/CREP participants to ensure that they are in compliance 

with their contracts, ensure that the practices they have in place are providing the maximum benefits to the land and 

landowner, and to help interested participants re-enroll when their contracts are going to expire.  He has also been involved 

with the Golden-winged Warbler Initiative (GWWI) which aims to create quality, early successional habitat to benefit the 

golden-winged warbler, a species of concern in Pennsylvania, as well as a variety of other game and nongame wildlife species 

including white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, woodcock, turkey, rabbits, and many others.  Jesse also assists with other NRCS 

programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) and he is also available for habitat recommendations 

for private property owners.  

If you are participating or are interested in participating in any of the programs that Jesse is involved with or have questions 

about what you can do for wildlife on your property don’t hesitate to contact him with your questions.  Jesse can be reached by 

using the contact information that follows: Office Phone: 814-445-6876 ext. 114, Cell Phone: 814-418-0518, E-mail: 

jvoigt@pheasantsforever.org, Office: Somerset USDA Service Center, 6024 Glades Pike, Somerset, PA 15501, Suite 104 NRCS 

Field Office.  

Agricultural Programs 
Conservation Planning and Nutrient Management 

Because water quality is an important, ongoing resource 

concern, the District encourages proper nutrient management 

on county farms.  The PA Nutrient Management Act requires 

all concentrated animal operations (CAOs) or animal operations 

that have more than 2,000 pounds of animals per acre available 

for manure to develop and submit a nutrient management plan 

to the conservation district for review and approval. 

A nutrient management plan (NMP) considers existing soil 

nutrient levels and nutrients needed for achieving crop-yield 

goals and accounts for: 

 manure generated on the farm 

 determines a proper application rate 

 calculates the quantity and location of additional nutrients needed 

 may recommend practices to reduce soil loss and prevent nutrients from contaminating surface and 

ground water 

Through 2013, 54 Somerset County farm operations have approved nutrient plans which encompass over 

25,300 acres. 

Since 2006, Pennsylvania regulations require Nutrient Balance Sheets (NBS) for farms that import 

manure.  In 2013, the Conservation District assisted 9 farms with obtaining NBS which include over 

1400 acres.  Currently there are 86 county farms that have NBS which include over 16,700 acres.  

Chesapeake Bay Program 

Landowners in Allegheny, Northampton, Fairhope, Southampton, and portions of Larimer and 

Greenville Townships are eligible to receive cost-share funds to install practices that reduce agricultural 

runoff and stream nutrient loading.  This program provides an 80 percent cost-share to assist farmers 

with installation of Best Management Practices.  To date, $258,500 has been provided to county farmers 

in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  In March 2010, the Somerset Conservation District produced the 

Wills Creek Pre-Assessment that provides data that will assist the District and other agencies in 

addressing water quality practices in the Bay watershed. 

Glades Creek Watershed Growing Greener Grant Project 

In 2008, we received a DEP Growing Greener grant to assist with the design and installation of Best 

Management Practices on farms in the Glades Creek Watershed.  Selected landowners in portions of 

Brothersvalley and Stonycreek Townships received technical and financial assistance to install practices 

that reduce soil loss and improve nutrient management.  Over $137,000 has been provided to farmers in 

the watershed.  The project was completed in 2013. 

AG Meetings—In 2013 the District conducted three agricultural information meetings at three 

different locations across the county.  The target audience was the agricultural community and the 

topics included conservation planning, nutrient management and a variety of related up-to-date 

information.  The intent was to assure that the farming community understands the current and 

evolving regulations in place and knows that the district is available to assist them in meeting the 

standards and guidelines.  

mailto:jvoigt@pheasantsforever.org


Erosion & Sediment Pollution Control Prevention 

Farmland Preservation Program 

The District administers the County’s Agricultural Land Preservation Easement Purchase Program 

(ALPEPP).  The program promotes the protection of valued agricultural land to ensure continued 

production of local crops and economic growth.  Landowner participation in the program is strictly 

voluntary and the landowners must realize that their development rights are purchased in perpetuity.  

Any parcel to be considered for the purchase of development rights must be part of an Agricultural 

Security Area.  Once the development rights for a tract of land are purchased, the landowner still 

maintains ownership of the land and may continue agricultural practices while following a conservation 

plan.  The purpose of this program is to strike a balance between development and agriculture.  To date, 

there are 9 easements perpetually preserving 1082 acres in Somerset County. 

Project Grass 

This program promotes conservation through proper pasture management.  

The District supports the Southwest Project Grass Chapter to achieve its 

goals of improving the economic position of local farmers, increase 

production, energy efficiency, and utilization of resources while improving 

soil and water quality. 

Earth disturbance activities create the potential for various types of accelerated soil erosion.  The 

District works with developers, loggers, contractors, and the mining industry to develop and implement 

plans to minimize the impact these activities have on the environment.  The District is also responsible 

for administrating Pennsylvania’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

permitting program which includes the regulation of storm water discharges associated with 

construction activities using general and individual permits. 

2013 E&SPCP Program Review 

 E&SPC BMP’s applied to 414 disturbed acres 

 35 E&SPC plans processed, reviewed & approved 

 14 General & 9 Individual NPDES/PCSM construction permits processed & approved 

 20 earth disturbance assessments/inspections conducted 

 64 E&SPC technical assistance & Chapter 105 Encroachment & Obstruction assistance/permitting 

contacts made 

 Handled 7 citizen E&SPCP Program complaints 

 1 D&GR project was completed in Northampton Twp. (T-719 Schoolhouse Road) & another 1 under 

contract for completion in Stonycreek Twp. (T-539 Baltzer Bridge Road) 

Dirt and Gravel Road Program—This program evolved out of the efforts of a public/private, multi-

agency Pennsylvania Task Force on Dirt and Gravel Roads (D&GR) and is managed by the State 

Conservation Commission through County Conservation Districts.  The goal of this funding is the safe, 

efficient, and environmentally sound maintenance of dirt and gravel roads with the mitigation of dust 

and sediment pollution of Pennsylvania's watersheds.  Since its inception, 26 projects affecting 12 

different municipalities have been completed in the county.  

EQIP Contracted Practices—The District’s Nutrient Management Technician, Don Williams, 

provided inspection services on EQIP contracted practices for Somerset County Agricultural producers 

during the October Federal Government Shutdown. 
The Somerset Conservation District was organized at the request of county citizens interested in soil and 

water conservation, land use planning, and flood prevention.  The county was declared a Conservation 

District on March 22, 1957, in accordance with the provisions of the "Soil Conservation Law" of 1945, 

Act 217, of the Pennsylvania General Assembly.  

 

The District was organized to provide for the conservation of soil and water resources, assist in 

watershed protection and flood prevention, prevent damage to dams and reservoirs to help in 

maintaining the navigability of rivers, preserve woodland and wildlife, protect public lands, preserve the 

tax base, and protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people.  Today, the 

Somerset Conservation District activities serve a broad range of interests from tree planting to 

environmental education in schools.  

 

During the 1950s and 1960s there were modifications to state laws governing conservation districts that 

allowed districts to expand their services to meet emerging resource needs.  This increase in 

responsibility caused district officials to assume a greater leadership role in resource use and 

development in their communities.  

 

The Somerset Conservation District is a member of the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation 

Districts (PACD) and the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD). 

Somerset Conservation District History 

How the District is Funded 

Somerset Conservation District provides all of its services without any monetary contribution from 

Somerset County tax dollars.  The District staff are not county employees.  The County supports the 

District operations through the Somerset County Post Closure Landfill Trust Fund.  This Fund is 

earmarked for conservation-related initiatives and only a portion of the Fund is currently allotted to the 

District.  The District also receives an allotment of funds from the legislative-mandated Act 13 Marcellus 

Shale Impact Fees.  The balance of its operations is funded through the State Conservation 

Commission’s delegated or contracted programs with the PA Department of Environmental Protection 

and the PA Department of Agriculture, grant writing, public fundraising, and other innovative, 

fundraising methods.  

The Somerset Conservation District (SCD) is one of 66 Conservation 

Districts statewide and nearly 3,000 nationwide dedicated to conserving our 

soil and water resources. 

We are part of county government and a sub-unit of state government 

working closely with the USDA agencies to promote soil and water 

conservation and economic development in the county. 

Our adopted strategic plan provides the framework to achieve 

our goals and objectives. 

If you have a problem or question regarding conservation issues and do not 

know whom to contact, your Conservation District is a good place to start. 

http://www.pacd.org/
http://www.nacdnet.org/about/abtnacd.htm


The Daily American, the Tribune Democrat, the Meyersdale Republic, local radio stations, and 

WJAC-TV promoted District activities.  The 2012 Annual Report was sent to over 500 cooperators, 

agencies, organizations, and governmental agencies.  District Manager, Len Lichvar, published 

numerous editorials and articles on subjects related to the District.   

Daily American’s Farm, Field and Garden—Don William, Ag Technician writes a column for this  

publication. 

Somerset County Fair—The District distributed information at its booth at the Somerset County Fair.  

Website – The District’s website is updated to reflect the District’s articles and ongoing projects and 

initiatives.  The site now includes the ability to view and download the numerous project reports and 

other data-rich information that has been assembled and completed by the District in recent years.  

Information on all phases of the District’s involvement in the conservation of natural resources can now 

be found on the site at www.somersetcd.com.  

Facebook—You can find and “like” the Somerset Conservation District on Facebook. 

Laurel Highlands Conservation Coalition – The Conservation Coalition is a consortium of 

organizations, agencies, non-profits and other stakeholders in the Laurel Highlands region.  This 

organization has set specific agendas on crucial natural resource and economic topics to assist all 

partner organizations achieve their individual goals while also creating an impact collectively.  The 

District is an active participant in this organization. 

Public Relations 

Outdoor Education—At the request of the Cambria-Somerset Authority, District Manager, Len 

Lichvar presented a program on aquatic life in the Quemahoning Creek watershed to dozens of students 

from the Westmont Hilltop School District at the Quemahoning Reservoir. 

Stills in the Hills—The District was represented 

at the Seven Springs Mountain Resort sponsored 

‘Stills in the Hills” music event.  The District, along 

with other conservation organizations, was invited to 

have a booth and discuss resource conservation in the 

region with the attendees.  

Greg Shustrick, Watershed Specialist & fiancée, Jaime, enjoy 

listening to some Blue Grass music at Stills in the Hills. 

”Conservation Legacy” - The District has begun cataloging information and recollections regarding 

our many projects that have restored natural resources and created millions of dollars of economic 

activity in Somerset County.  Projects, such as the Allegheny Highlands Trail, restoration of the 

Stonycreek and Casselman Rivers, and the public acquisition of the Manufacturers Water Company 

properties will be profiled.  Many of these endeavors have been misunderstood and misinterpreted by the 

public and the media in regard to how they actually occurred. 

The District is interviewing key participants who lived the real story of these and other initiatives in 

order to assure that the individuals and organizations who took the time and risk to see them to 

completion receive the recognition they seldom get but deserve. 

Drought Monitoring Program 

Water Quality and Habitat Improvement 

Since 2001 the District has monitored observation wells in an effort to gather information needed for the 

County Drought Task Force to make knowledgeable decisions on water-use restriction.  As of January 1, 

2013, we are monitoring twelve water wells on a monthly basis for water quality and quantity.  

Quemahoning Reservoir Habitat Improvement        

The District-sponsored ongoing, Quemahoning Reservoir Fish 

Habitat Enhancement project continued in 2013 with the 

construction and placement of 20 additional fish habitat 

structures.  The project is in cooperation with the CSA 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission’s Bureau of Habitat 

Lake Division.  Volunteer assistance was also provided by the 

Somerset County Sportsmen’s League, Mountain Laurel 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited and the Stonycreek-Conemaugh 

River Improvement Project.  The Management Plan for the 

project was updated which will allow the project to continue 

into the future.  The impact of the structures is having a 

positive impact on the public recreational fishery. 

Jimtown Restoration Project— Laurel Hill Creek just got better in terms of water quality and 

angling thanks to a PA Department of Environmental Protection Growing Greener grant, written by 

Chestnut Ridge Trout Unlimited and sponsored by the Somerset Conservation District.  Project 

management and oversight also was managed by the Conservation District on the stretch of Laurel Hill 

Creek adjacent to Jimtown in Laurel Hill State Park. 

The cooperative project was designed by the PA Fish and Boat Commission’s Habitat Management 

Division’s Stream Section and was constructed by the Western PA Conservancy’s Watershed 

Conservation Division assistance with manpower and equipment from Laurel Hill State Park. 

The project consisted of the implementation of modified mudsills, log and stone deflectors, multi log 

vanes, root wads and placement of random boulders.  The intent and result of the project is to stabilize 

the streambank and reduce sediment loss that will improve 

water quality.  In addition, the in-stream devices will 

significantly improve the water’s fish-holding capacity that 

will produce increased opportunities for anglers. 

This project will be a great asset to the ongoing goal of the 

District and its many partners to improve water quality in the 

Laurel Hill Creek Watershed.  The added plus is that this 

should increase the angling interest and success in an already 

popular section of public accessible water. 

Plantings are scheduled to be placed in areas of earth 

disturbance to ensure that the streamside cover is restored to 

further stabilize the soil along the stream. 

A second project is being permitted and designed in cooperation 

A constructed stream bank enhancement and 

fish habitat structure on Laurel Hill Creek that 

was part of the Jimtown Project.  

Ken Dranzik loads a fish habitat structure for 

placement in the Quemahoning Reservoir. 

http://www.somersetcd.org/


Lambert’s Run—The District administered an $86,000 PA DEP grant for the rehabilitation of the 

Somerset County Conservancy’s AMD passive treatment system on Lambert’s Run.  The system had not 

been functioning properly and the funding was utilized to redesign and reconstruct the system.  The 

system is now once again functioning properly and improving the water quality in the upper reaches of 

Lambert’s Run.  

Operation and Maintenance of Treatment Systems—Plans for improving the functioning of 

the existing AMD passive treatment systems on the Stonycreek River were undertaken in 2013.  In 

addition, routine maintenance such as flushing the systems was reorganized on a regular schedule.  

Grant funding will be sought in 2014 to implement the needed upgrades.  The District has been 

responsible for the maintenance of these systems since they were constructed in the mid 1990’s.  

Without this oversight and the funding to implement the needed upgrades the water quality of the 

Stonycreek River could become degraded once again. 

Whites Creek – The District, led by Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, completed the Whites 

Creek Coldwater Conservation Plan.  The funding came from the Coldwater Heritage Partnership.  

Whites Creek is a high-quality cold water fishery and an important tributary to the Casselman River.  

This report is the first ever in-depth account of the current watershed characteristics of this watershed 

ever done.  The report and the extensive data collected is used to document the water quality and health 

of the watershed and make recommendations for decision makers in order to protect, conserve and 

enhance the watershed. The watershed currently provides outstanding recreational and economic 

opportunities and impacts to the region. The full report is available on the District’s website. 

Wildlife Habitat Plans—The District initiated an effort with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) and the PA Game Commission (PGC) to develop habitat management plans for public and 

private lands in Somerset County.  This habitat work is totally funded through the current Farm Bill 

that is directed through the USFWS and then contracted to the PGC for implementation.  This unique 

partnership has allowed the District to assist the Jenner Rod and Gun Club, Somerset County 

Conservancy, and a private landowner to have management plans created to improve wildlife habitat on 

their respective properties.  Implementation of the completed plans is expected to continue in 2014. 

Water Quality Monitoring Joint Venture—The District continued its data gathering from real-

time data loggers strategically placed in Somerset County watersheds.  The program received a financial 

boost thanks to grant funds received from the Mountain Watershed Association through the Pittsburgh 

Foundation made possible by the District’s affiliation with other organizations that are also utilizing 

data loggers in the Laurel Highlands region.  The District has also forged a partnership with Powdermill 

Nature Preserve to create an interactive Geographic Information System database for the District’s 

program. 

The District also is working with a private consultant on the development of a new technology that will 

require less time-consuming data gathering.  The testing and first deployment of this new technology is 

expected in 2014. 

Somerset County Benthic Entomological Survey—This several year-long effort combines the 

results of benthic surveys, conducted by the District for a variety of projects in watersheds across the 

county, has been completed.  The utilization of aquatic insects as an indicator of water quality is 

scientifically accurate and definable method to track both impairments and improvements in water 

quality.  This monumental endeavor now provides Somerset County with true baseline data that can be 

tracked in the future to determine how the county’s water quality changes over time.  The complete 

survey can be found on the District’s website. 

Trout-In-the-Classroom—staff assisted Mountain Laurel Chapter of Trout Unlimited with its 

Trout-In-the-Classroom (TIC) program.  District staff also participated in the cold water conservation 

events and programs with students from participating TIC schools. 

Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom (TIC) is an interdisciplinary program in which students in grades 

3-12 learn about coldwater conservation while raising brook trout from eggs to fingerlings in a classroom 

aquarium. During the year each teacher tailors the program to fit his or her curricular needs. Therefore, 

each program is unique. TIC has applications in environment and ecology, science, mathematics, social 

studies, language and fine arts, and physical education. All classrooms end the year by releasing their 

trout into a state-approved waterway. 

Pennsylvania's statewide TIC program is made possible through a unique partnership between 

Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited (PATU) and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

(PFBC). This partnership provides curriculum resources, workshops for teachers and program partners, 

technical support, brook trout eggs and food, and grants. 

Outdoor Expo—The District participated in the Outdoor 

Expo Showcase event hosted by State Representative, Carl 

Metzgar, at the Quemahoning Reservoir.  The District had a 

booth and assisted in the coordinating of the official 

announcement of the creation of the Somerset Lake Action 

Committee (SLAC) that was made at the event. 

Greg Shustrick, Watershed Specialist, instructs students on using a kick net to collect macro-

invertebrates to inspect & identify  after collection. 

Marcia Pritts, Representative Metzgar’s Office, greets visitors entering the 

Outdoor Expo 



Environmental Education 

Envirothon—One of the best investments for our future environmental integrity is to work with 

youth through educational programs, and the Envirothon is the District’s most notable such endeavor.  

We hosted the 24th Somerset County Envirothon at 

Laurel Hill State Park.  The day-long event is an outdoor, 

environmental-education competition testing students’ 

knowledge in five general areas:  soils, wildlife, forestry, 

aquatics, and a current environmental issue.  Rockwood High 

School captured first place.  The District was assisted in 

operating the event by the PA Department of Environmental 

Protection, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA 

Fish and Boat Commission and the PA Game Commission. 

Rockwood Area High School Team #1 captured 1st place in the 2013 Envirothon County Competition. 

Manure Haulers & Brokers—The District hosted the winter meeting covering application setbacks, 

record keeping, gypsum in manure, manure management and manure sampling & analysis.  There were 

two county representatives from different counties with 14 attendees. 

North Fork Bens Creek – Throughout 2013 the District, led by 

Watershed Specialist, Greg Shustrick, compiled and gathered data 

through extensive research and field work for the North Fork of Bens 

Creek Coldwater Conservation Plan.  This small, but important, sub-

watershed possesses unique characteristics and exceptional water 

quality.  The plan will document the status of and make 

recommendations for the future stewardship of the watershed.  The 

plan will be  officially released in 2014. 
Wild brown trout from a survey of the North Fork of 
Bens Creek. 

South Fork Bens Creek— The Somerset Conservation District and the Mountain Laurel Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited (MLTU) combined forces in 2013 to stabilize and repair the stream bank of a section of 

the South Fork of Bens Creek in Somerset County.  The section of water is located at the intersection of 

Roaring Run Road and State Route 985 in Jenner Township.  That section was also enhanced a few 

years ago, but due to extreme high water as a result of Super Storm Sandy and other episodic weather 

events, had been eroded that subsequently reduced the effectiveness of the previous project. 

In addition, a fallen tree in that section was increasing flooding problems for local landowners so the 

District in cooperation with landowners, Ellis “Mooney” Johnson and Barry Lehman, devised a project 

that is designed to survive high-water exposure. 

MLTU has been implementing similar stream bank repairs and fish habitat enhancements on Bens 

Creek for over 15 years.  By combining forces with the Conservation District, the expertise of both the 

volunteer and professional conservation sectors were united to reduce sediment erosion and flood 

potential and increase recreational opportunities. 

Funding for the project came entirely from MLTU’s coffers that is generated through local fundraising 

efforts by the chapter.  The Conservation District is not funded with any county tax dollars, so the entire 

cost of the public project, that benefits landowners and citizens, never required any local tax dollars. 

Berkey Excavating, of Boswell, provided the equipment and operators, and the District and MLTU 

provided the additional manpower required to construct the log deflectors and stabilizing rock 

structures. 

This cooperative venture demonstrates what both professional and volunteer resource conservation 

groups can accomplish together when they work toward a common goal that benefits the public.  It also 

shows how private landowners can benefit from it as well in regards to preserving and protecting their 

valuable land, all the while, increase and enhance public accessible recreational opportunities thanks to 

the landowners willingness to allow public access on their land. 

The District is currently planning another Bens Creek 

project downstream through a cooperative venture with 

Pennsylvania Department of Transportation by way of a 

mitigation requirement.  This future project will also be 

in cooperation with local landowners, and MLTU will be 

asked to provide volunteer labor as a continuation of 

their already long-term successful commitment to the 

improvement of the stream’s cold water resource. 

Greg Shustrick, left, and Dave Wright, Mountain Laurel Trout 

Unlimited volunteer, work on securing a log deflector on the South 

Fork of Bens Creek. 



Flight 93 Corridor – The District began examining the need for conservation and access easements 

in the Flight 93 Corridor within the Stonycreek River watershed several years ago.  Because of the 

inability to secure funding and assistance, the effort was curtailed.  However, in 2013, the Western 

Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC), through the urging of District Manager, Len Lichvar, decided to take 

a closer look at the area and has determined to make securing easements in that area a priority for the 

WPC. 

The District Board approved funding to empower the WPC to create a GIS mapping tool that will allow 

decisions to be made in regard to how to begin the process of securing easements in the corridor.  The 

District will rely on the expertise of the WPC as well as the assistance of the Somerset County 

Conservancy, which has determined securing easements are now a priority, for support of the project. 

Quemahoning Creek Restoration 

The Quemahoning Creek Habitat 

Restoration Project, that will restore 

habitat in the last 1.3 miles of 

Quemahoning Creek below the 

Quemahoning Reservoir, was fully 

designed and permitted in 2013.  

Funding for the project had been secured 

from the Foundation for PA Watersheds.  

The project, once completed, in 

combination with the coldwater 

conservation release and the stocking of 

fingerling trout by the Pennsylvania 

Fish and Boat Commission will begin to 

create Pennsylvania’s newest tailwater 

trout fishery that can turn into a 

recreational destination point.  

Rock Tunnel – The District secured a $215,141 grant from the 

Commonwealth Financing Authority through the Department of 

Community and Economic Development’s Marcellus Legacy Fund.  

The grant was written by District Watershed Specialist, Greg 

Shustrick, and will provide for a complete redesign and 

reconstruction of the Rock Tunnel AMD Passive Treatment System 

on Bens Creek.  The Rock Tunnel Treatment System was the first 

AMD system put on the ground through the efforts of the Stonycreek

-Conemaugh River Improvement Project (SCRIP) in 1993. This was 

the beginning of the successful water quality improvements in the 

Stonycreek River watershed. 

However, at the time, the system, because of wetland issues, could 

not be sized large enough to  fully abate the large AMD discharge 

that exists. Today, new designs and new technology, such as a 

Trompe, will be incorporated in the project, allowing for the 

opportunity to finally reduce the impact of the AMD discharge much 

more significantly.  The project will go on the ground in 2014.  

Rock Tunnel Partner Sign.  

The lower reaches of Quemahoning Creek were dredged as this 1910 

image documents.  The Restoration Project will recreate some of this 

missing aquatic life habitat. 

Rain Garden—The District, in 

cooperation with the Allegany College of 

Maryland Somerset Campus, installed a 

rain garden on the campus in 2013.  A rain 

garden is a stormwater reduction device. 

The garden will be used as a demonstration 

unit for college and adult education 

regarding stormwater.  The garden will be 

planted and functional in 2014.  CW 

Handyman Service constructed the garden 

and District Resource Technician, Aimee 

Steele, coordinated the project. 

Cooperative Intern Program—The District Board, in 2013, approved a Cooperative Intern 

Program for the District.  A student intern will be hired for the summer of 2014 that will provide 

assistance for District projects.  The Somerset County Conservancy will also hire an intern to advance 

the needs of the Conservancy.  In order to achieve maximum results for both organizations the District 

and the Conservancy have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding that allows the interns of both 

organizations to work together, as directed, on projects of both the District and Conservancy.  This 

unique partnership will assist both organizations in meeting their mission goals. 

Constructed, but unplanted, Rain Garden  

Somerset Lake Action Committee – The 

Somerset Lake Action Committee (SLAC) was 

initiated in 2013.  The Committee was 

established under the Somerset County 

Conservancy and its goal is to raise awareness 

and funds for the infrastructure needs of 

Somerset Lake.  Jeff Payne and Mike Lanzone 

are the Committee Chairpersons and 

information about SLAC and how to become 

involved can be found at the Conservancy’s 

website at www.somersetcountyconservancy.org.                

The District Board approved the Somerset Lake Project as an official project for the District. District 

Manager and PA Fish and Boat Commission District 4 Commissioner, Len Lichvar, organized a 

stakeholder meeting with members of the Conservancy, interested citizens, and representatives of the 

PA Fish and Boat Commission that led to the creation of SLAC.  The District Board also approved a 

$1,000 contribution to SLAC to support its efforts to secure the future of the lake. 

Lake Assessments—The District has been the leader in the state in assessing its flowing waters in 

order to determine their current status and how that may change over time.  We have now developed a 

method to do the same for ponds and lakes by securing the equipment to perform lake assessments.  To 

date, Boswell Passive Treatment System (BPTS) has been assessed resulting in a biological survey of an 

AMD treatment system that also holds a viable, recreational fishery.  The BPTS Entomological Survey is 

now complete and available on the District’s website.  We hope to be able to perform similar surveys on 

both public and private waters in order to further expand the information and knowledge regarding the 

county’s water quality status. 

Somerset Lake 


