
IMPORTING MANURE 

What do you think of when you hear the following terms:  Importer, 
Exporter, Broker, Certified Hauler.  It sounds like big business.  A 
large retail department store?  A nationally known fast food 
restaurant?  Shipping or international trade?  In fact these terms 
are very common for Pennsylvania farms that import manure.   
 
Animal operations expend much time, equipment hours, and money to 
collect and apply manure.  Why would any farm want to take on more?  
Simply put, manure contains nutrients that are beneficial to growing 
crops.  Some farms have land that is deficient in nutrients and 
organic matter.  Some farms have a small ratio of animals to acres of 
cropland.  On these operations the manure produced will only cover a 
portion of the farm’s acres.  On farms that cover large areas, it may 
not be practical or cost effective to haul manure to fields that are 
long distance from the home farm.  In order to maximize yields on 
these other acres, additional nutrients are needed.  Fertilizer is 
one method to increase soil nutrients.  Another option is to import 
manure from a farm that has excess manure.  This manure, which is 
transported by a certified manure hauler, may come from a nearby 
dairy farm, or it may come from a poultry operation a hundred or more 
miles away.   
 
Looking at the big picture.  We hear a lot about the excess of 
nutrients in the Chesapeake Bay.  When the amount of nutrients in the 
soil exceed the amount needed for the growing crop, there is 
potential for these nutrients to runoff into surface water or leach 
into the groundwater.  One way to reduce these excess nutrients is to 
transport them to areas that need additional nutrients.   
 
There are advantages to using imported manure.  Manure application 
will improve soil nutrients and also increase the amount of organic 
matter in the soil.  .   
 
There are disadvantages to using imported manure.  When it comes to 
nutrient content, manure is a package deal.  The amount of nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium is set by the animals that produce the 
manure and their feeding program.  An importer can (and should) have 
the manure analyzed to ascertain its nutrient value but is unable to 
adjust the content.  Commercial fertilizer can be mixed and blended 
to meet the needs for a specific farm or even a specific field.   
 
There is a cost associated with using imported manure.  Perhaps the 
biggest factor is transportation.  Transportation costs are affected 
by the type of manure, location of production, and location of 
destination.   
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What are the requirements if a farm wants to import manure?  First, 
is an Exporter/Importer agreement.  This is a one-page document that 
lists the following:  type of manure to be transferred, amount of 
manure to be transferred, and the time (season) that this transfer is 
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expected to occur.  This clarifies details between the manure 
producer and manure user and eliminates the confusion such as what a 
"few loads of manure" means.   
 
Since 2006 manure importers in Pennsylvania are required to have 
Nutrient Balance Sheets (NBS) which are prepared by manure brokers.  
What are NBS and why are the required?  In short, NBS verify that the 
manure nutrients are utilized in an environmentally sound way at the 
receiving end.  Nutrient Balance Sheets take into account the 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash needs of the crop, the amount of 
fertilizer used, and calculates an acceptable spreading rate for the 
imported manure.   
 
In addition to these plans, record keeping is required.  These 
records can be in various formats, but must answer the basic 
questions:    

What the type of manure applied   
When the date manure was applied   
Where location (field numbers) where applied   
How  the rate of application (tons/acre or gallons/acre)   
Why  the crop that will be utilizing the nutrients.   

 
Farms with excess manure can benefit from exporting these nutrients 
to other areas.  Farms with nutrient deficient soils can benefit from 
importing manure onto their land.  As long as proper precautions are 
followed in the transportation and application of this manure, good 
water quality can be maintained.   
 
If you want to discuss this subject in more detail or discuss a 
specific situation on your operation, please contact me.   
 
 
 
Don Williams   
Agriculture Technician   
Somerset Conservation District   
ph:  814-445-4652  ext 5   
e-mail:  don-scd@wpia.net   
 
 
(To learn more about the Somerset Conservation District visit:  www.somersetcd.org  ) 
 

http://www.somersetcd.org/

